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HE CAPE PLAYHOUSE has engaged the Russian 

Balalaika Orchestra to play between the acts 

and to do incidental music for its plays this summer 

during the subscription season, and possibly for a 
few weeks longer. 

The Russian Balalaika Orchestra is composed of 
five men who were part of the original Russian Nat- 
ional Orchestra of twenty-two persons who played 
at the court of the late Czar Nicholas of Russia, and 
whose members escaped from Russia with their lives 
by the barest accident. Since leaving Russia the 
orchestra has played before the courts of almost every 
nation of Europe, and has toured the world on several 
occasions. Mr. Sabbotovsky, the leader, besides being 
an accomplished musician is a composer and adapter, 
and has developed a repertory of some four hundred 


numbers for the orchestra, including Russian, Gypsy, 
Hungarian, Spanish, and Italian programs. 

The balalaika and the domra, musical instruments 
first made in the ninth and tenth centuries in Russia, 
are the principal instruments used by the orchestra. 
During the reign of John the Terrible they became 
the fashion of the day, and kings and princes installed 
orchestras in their castles and strongholds. Under 
the rule of Peter the Great such orchestras began to 
vanish before the sweep of musical innovations from 
the Orient, and it was only in the outlying villages 
and provinces that these orchestras and their music 
survived through many centuries of neglect. By the 
end of the seventeenth century these instruments had 
become very rare, until finally in the last century they 


were found only here and there in museums. In 
° (Continued on page 2) 
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GUEST PLAYERS and our 
REGULAR COMPANY - 


Teed WA obue the Cape Playhouse 
OE es makes no promise, either 
expressed or implied, to fur- 
nish any actor in the follow- 
ing list, the Theatre neverthe- 
less has completed preliminary 
arrangements with the fol- 
lowing guest and_ regular 
players to appear in Cape 
Playhouse productions during 
the coming summer; and Mr. 
Moore, the manager, expects 





Violet Kemble Cooper 
to present a considerable majority of those here listed: 
Janet Beecher, Minor Watson, Violet Kemble Cooper, 
William Faversham, Basil Sydney and Mary Ellis, 
Blanche Yurka, Spring By- 
ington, Cissie Loftus, Helen 


Freeman, Leonard Mudie, 
Janne Burbie, Bette Davis, 
Corbet Morris, L’Estrange 
Millman, Gene Gowing, 
Doris Glaenzer, John Griggs, 
Betty Barr, and Cecil Clav- 
elly. 

A number of other featured 
players are also under con- 
sideration. 








Gene Gowing 


THE-CAPE PLAYHOUSE ORCHESTRA 
(Continued from page 1) 


1819, Andrejeff, an amateur who was studying an- 
cient Russian music was attracted to the old instru- 
ments molding in museums, and resolved to restore 
them to national favor. He spent most of his life in 
the accumulation of old instruments and ancient 
music scores, often rescued from villages in remote 
parts of Russia where tunes had been handed down 
from generation to generation through five and six 
centuries, though the original musical instruments had 
long since been forgotten; and he set about the manu- 
facture of new musical instruments, modified some- 
what to meet the needs of modern taste, but preserving 
all their essential qualities. Since Andrejeff’s time 
Balalaika orchestras have spread throughout Russia 
and there are now four small groups playing in this 
country. 

The Russian Balalaika Orchestra is playing at pres- 
ent at the Russian Kretchma, 244 East 14th Street, 
New York City, and will come to the Cape July 1. 


NOT TOO SERIOUS 


About one fourth of the letters addressed to the Cape 
Playhouse include the word ‘‘Cod.’’ There is no cod. 

One letter in today’s mail comes addressed: The Barn- 
stormers, Dennis, Massachusetts. It was a church we bought. 

One out of every two new reservations for Monday even- 
ing season tickets requests that the seats be in the fifth or sixth 
rows, and nine out of ten must be on the aisle . . . A 
polite letter follows. 

A letter from a prominent shoe manufacturer last season 
requested us to reserve a double room for his wife and two 
small children, and asked whether the playhouse carried a slide, 
a pond, and sand piles for the children. 

One lady requested advice concerning her daughter who was 
“more tempermental than an actress.”’ The lady was 
much helped, and mother and daughter now regularly attend 
our plays. 
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CAPE PLAYHOUSE NOTES 


HE CAPE PLAYHOUSE a 

plans to open its season 
July 1 with a light comedy, 
“On Approval’ by Freder- 
ick Lonsdale. This play is 
one of the most charming of 
modern comedies. 

The regular subscription 
season will continue through- 
out July and August. Spec- 
ial efforts will also be made 
this year to keep the theatre 
open well into September. With this idea in mind the 
management is assembling a group of interesting plays 
with small casts and simple sets, which can be pro- 
duced at a cost within the greatly reduced box-office 
receipts for September. 

The Cape Playhouse has leased a tract of land next 
to the theatre grounds over a long period of years 
and plans eventually to build a number of small cot- 
tages on the site for Cape Playhouse actors and staff. 
‘Lhe additional tract gives the theatre about seven 
acres of land for development. 

The Cape Playhouuse started construction of a 
scene-shop on May 8, and plans also to build this 
spring one two-room cottage, and a permanent sign- 
board beside the main highway to advertise the 
theatre’s weekly productions. Other improvements 
will be carried out as the sale of preferred stock 
permits. 

Our two hundred and eight season subscribers 
last year held from one to ten tickets each. The 
record to date for season subscriptions is held by Mr. 
Charles L. Ayling of Centerville who held sixteen 
seats for the 1927 season. 

Last season the Cape Playhouse had four season 
subscribers living at a distance of eighty miles from 
the theatre, and two who lived ninety miles away. 

The Cape Playhouse now has a mailing list of 
fifteen thousand names which it has taken three years 
to compile and which has cost over three thousand 
dollars to assemble. Recent 
additions include many spec- 
ially selected names in New 


Bedford, Fall River, Taun- 
ton, Plymouth, Fairhaven, 


Wareham, and Middleboro. 


The Cape Playhouse has 
offered the Cape Cod Choral 
Society the use of its theatre 
free of charge for a concert 
on June 26. 





Corbet Morris 





L’Estrange Millman 


NOTES CONCERNING OUR PLAYERS 


Janet Beecher has rented the new Lovell cottage in 
Dennis for the summer season. Miss Beecher’s play, 
“Courage,” will probably close early in the summer, - 
and go on the road in the autumn, with a spring 
opening in London next year. 

Violet-Kemble Cooper plans to spend part of the 
summer in Dennis. 





Minor Watson’s play, 
“This Thing Called Love,” is 
ending its road tour in Boston, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Watson 
have rented the same cottage 
in Dennis which they had last 
season. 





Minor Watson 
Peggy Wood is sailing soon 
for London to appear in Noel 
Coward’s new operetta. After 
that Miss Wood plans to re- 
turn to California to do sev- 
A Cal- 


ifornia court recently awarded 





eral talking pictures. 


Peggy Wood 
pumemcmmmenes Miss Wood $36,000 salary 
| | and $3,500 lawyer's fees in a 
dispute with a talking picture 
concern over three weeks. sal- 
ary at $12,000 a week. 

Laura Hope Crews is giv- 
ing Norma Talmadge a six 





Laura Hope Crews 


months course in acting and 
diction. Miss Crews is re- 
ported not to be thrilled with 
the work and plans to return 
to New York shortly, at the 


expiration of her contract. 





Robert Montgomery is to be eee ihhone 


featured soon in a talking pic- 
ture ‘‘Joe College.” 

Basil Rathbone is reported 
to be receiving a weekly salary 
of $3,500 in the 


movies. 


talking 


Janne Burbie is one of the 
featured artists of the National 





Janne Burbie 


Broadcasting Company of New 
York, but plans to be at Den- 
nis for part of the season. 

The Cape Playhouse is con- 
sidering trying out two new 
plays for two well-known - 
New York stars who always 
play together. One of these 
plays is by Franz Molnar, and 





Romney Brent 
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PRODUCTION LIST 


{iis CAPE PLAYHOUSE has selected the following 
plays for eventual production, and hopes to in- 
clude a number of those here listed in its 1929 
selections: 

FIRST GROUP: 


Day barrrac ¥iae oh aeeoinetty hkcksi nn poe eee SARDOU 
Alice Sit: by the lire tyra, <, sae ees BARRIE 
‘NouuNever Ganvl Clin. ct cc. Veto sie SHAW 
Uyalcy a dase, Uren onde: KAUFMAN AND CONNELLY 
IROMIANCE Mees ee he od ee ere engi et SHELDON 
het Devil’s-Disciple |. x. sickens clean cos ee SHAW 
Captain Jinks of the Horse Marines ................ FITCH 
“Andtocles- and: thes Lilo srs. SHAW 
WNiaty RogGietesseiee «kate ra Sat out Lcd . BARRIE 
be; Sécend- Mia neti Seatac BEHRMAN 
Hann y si First Pla View 4. 0n) eee ce Ce SHAW 
Henter: Madamewrrmie ei cect BYRNE AND VARESI 
Redemptidn sate tari) ac seule ce TOLSTOI 
(Bl ym pid ns Sea Neamietes ib ohne sua MOLNAR 
SECOND GROUP: 
mren: CW Cre eee potent eo ae. LONSDALE 
‘Phe Dover, Roadweneet 5 Get oe ee MILNE 
Mist. SUpPPOSGe ieee tae ees tcc sce .ze: A. E. THOMAS 
"‘Bshe sisrut ita boutr baad ysri ses. cai cact te ee MILNE 
What Every Woman Knows ........................ BARRIE 
The Unchastened Woman ................... ANSPACHER 
Wh yelvlareyce er ee te ae hes acta ls WILLIAMS 
"Phe. Girle with’ the: Green Eyes (occ. 5.202..2.<.0 FITCH 
Yo ta] Ae LEE See ean ue ce ete AUGUSTUS THOMAS 
Dear SBrittrsere setae a et rr we ke BARRIE 
PoWeye Ver sur cil sh atmel bebe Wench Cay eeer er cope DRINKWATER 
March ates ee het, Rees, ws GRIBBLE 
lenchantede A ptieretes ee iia. ee ELIZABETH 
SL hethionorables Creighton remettanctyres sce cogent BARRIE 
CCTs biYe: Rec tae eae 1, Me ite SAMO ape ES DAVIS 
Wate eOU perinaty coogi neh Val. enon ames SHAW 
Weiser eesmeare hee so cc es ares DANE 
Eos TEA ee ed Wena iene OO FITCH 
‘Taming of the Shrew (modern dress) , SHAKESPEARE 
Bis LR ON Ae a aera retail Se Oe GALSWORTHY 
PP ENR eT nee ke a le ote, HOUSMAN 
BE ESS) 5 Re ect eran te Stan NA MowATT 
| FAM a Ich date. Cont cance vicin-iteneee .. GOLDONI 
PD SRE IAN CSE Nee ae ase DRINKWATER 
H CURRIE ESR Ee oe Tic vic? eae ee GLASPELL 


the other by Edwin Justus 
Mayer. Neither has been done 
in this country. 

Among the persons who 
plan to spend part of the 
summer in Dennis, should 


their present New York plays 





John Griggs 
close, are A. E. Mathews, 


Frederick Worlock, Dudley 
Digges, Spring Byington, Leo 
G. Carroll, Romney Brent, 
Beulah Bondi, Janne Burbie, 
Leonard Mudie, Clarence Der- 
went, and Linda Watkins. 





Leonard Mudie 
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Return Postage is Guaranteed by 
Dennis, Cape Cod, Massachusetts 


THE CAPE PLAYHOUSE, Inc. 


